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The guests represented Kent County Council, Maidstone Borough Council,
Southeastern Railway, Nu-Venture Coaches, The University for the Creative
Arts as well as many of the Parish Councils served by the Medway Valley Line.

The artwork was designed and produced by students at the local
Maidstone campus of the University for the Creative Arts and was
commissioned by the Medway Valley Line Community Rail Partnership.
Funding was provided by grants from Clir Daley and from KCC Councillor
Jeff Curwood.

Alarge and colourful wall mural has been installed in the ticket hall and
comprises a collage of historical railway images along with local artifacts
supplied by Maidstone Museum.

The platform mural is based on a historic map of the local area, upon
which the course of the Medway Valley Line has been imposed along with
photographs of stations along the line as they once looked.

The images of both items were transferred on to metal panels and
installed by local firm Barming Signs, thus keeping the whole process
within the immediate community.

The event also gave those assembled the opportunity of viewing firsthand
the extensive refurbishment work currently being carried out at the
station by Southeastern and Network Rail.

“The Medway Valley Line is a great resource which has been under utilized
in recent years” said Councillor Daley. “| believe it can play a much greater
role and | congratulate the Community Rail Partnership on its efforts

to improve the line. | am particularly impressed by these two pieces of
artwork which really brighten up the station.”
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ClIr Mike Fitzgerald (left), Chairman of the Medway Valley Line Community Rail
Partnership and Clir Dan Daley in the ticket hall at Maidstone West station with
one of the murals on the wall behind.

Platform mural now installed on Platform 2 at Maidstone West.
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New bike shelter
for Paddock Wood

Southeastern have now installed an attractive new

covered bike rack on the down platform adjacent to
where Medway Valley trains leave from. This new facility

has already proved very popular and is usually to be
seen fully subscribed!

The Community Rail Partnership would like to look

at similar installations at locations along the Medway
Valley if there is a demand. Let us know if you would
use a bike to get to your local station if there was better

storage available.

A number of old style shelters on the
southern part of the line have been
replaced by slightly larger and more
modern types.

These also have the advantage of being
more robust than the previous ones.
Beltring was the first station along the
line to benefit from a new shelter.

River Medway walks

The Medway Valley Countryside Partnership has
recently published a good quality River Walk Pack
as part of its Riverside Communities Project and
this includes five excellent guides featuring walks
along the River Medway of between 3 and 6 miles
in length. Four of these are easily accessed by
train from local Medway Valley Stations.

What better way to spend a brisk sunny day than
by taking a pleasant country riverside walk, with
a well deserved refreshment stop en route at
one of Kent’s many rural pubs?

Views from the railway are particularly
picturesque as it follows the Medway for much
of its length between Aylesford and Yalding,
passing through traditional Kentish farmland and
by medieval stone bridges.

The Walk Leaflets give full instructions and a
map for each walk and details of where pubs{and

toilets may be found. They are available whilst
stocks last from local libraries, pubs and post
offices as well as Tourist Information Centres
at Maidstone and Tonbridge. Alternatively, they
can all be downloaded from the Medway Valley
Countryside Partnership at
www.medwayvalley.org with some also being
available from the Community Rail Partnership
web page at www.ruralkent.org.uk

The Community Rail Partnership have been able
to input train access information into this walk
pack and assisted with its distribution amongst
local communities.

As an alternative day out, the Medway Valley Walk
to Tonbridge runs alongside the railway and past
railway stations at Maidstone West, East Farleigh,
Wateringbury and Yalding. Why not make an
enjoyable train journey part of a healthier,

greener day out? Hop off at one station and walk
along to another for your return journey.

For times of trains either pick up a timetable
at Strood, Maidstone West or Paddock Wood
Stations, telephone traveline on 0871 200
2233, or log on to www.nationalrail.co.uk.
Remember, for off-peak travel four people can
travel together for the price of two. (Terms and
Conditions apply.)




Parking at East Farleigh Station has for many
years been restricted to a surfaced area for
just 6 cars, with an overflow area into the
Network Rail yard that was a rough unsurfaced
area with deep potholes. The Community

Rail Partnership had asked if the surfaced

area might be extended to meet the growing
demand for parking at this station.

We are delighted that during October a
Southeastern and Network Rail initiative saw
the parking area transformed and the station

Community Rail Notice-boards have
been installed at each station along the
Medway Valley Line.

They were introduced as a result of a
joint project between the Community
Rail Partnership and Southeastern.

We will be pleased to consider inclusion
of notices advertising community events
subject to space being available — please
contact the Rail Partnership for details

now boasts a good quality surfaced car park
with capacity for 40 cars.

This should encourage a further increase in
use of East Farleigh station that provides a
quick and easy route into Maidstone, taking
just four minutes.

In addition, this new surfacing will allow full
size buses to access the station when rail
replacement bus services are necessary
because of planned engineering or service
disruption.

Passengers were once again treated to music and
refreshments on October 26th when the Medway
Valley Line Community Rail Partnership arranged
its second Music Train of the year.

This time we started from Maidstone West and
traversed the Medway Valley line through to
Tonbridge and thence to Redhill via the North

Downs line, prior to taking a short break at Three
Bridges in West Sussex before the return journey.

Despite the persistent rain throughout, all
onboard enjoyed the varied selection of music and
song provided for us again by the appropriately
named “Travelling Folk” and of the course the Real
Ale and other refreshments available.

Award For Medway Valley Line Newsletter

The Winter 2007/08 edition of the Medway
Valley Line newsletter has been awarded first
prize in the “Best Marketing Publication”
category at the 2008 Community Rail Awards.

The Awards were announced at a Gala Dinner
held in Plymouth on Friday 19th October at
which around 300 people from the rail industry
and Community Rail Partnerships throughout
the country attended.

The judges said “Kent CRP issues a colourful
newsletter to local stations, information points,
pubs, shops and post offices along the line. It’s
also downloadable from the CRP website.

The newsletter publicises events along the line,
draws attention to local amenities and generally
helps to encourage new passengers to use the line.

We liked the clear design and well laid out
content of the Medway Valley Line newsletter.
Itis an excellent example of the CRP and Train
operator working together to produce a quality
publication well received by rail and potential
rail users.”

The Chairman of Kent Community Rail
Partnership, Councillor Mike Fitzgerald of
Maidstone Borough Council added, *We are
absolutely delighted to receive this award and
for our work to be recognised in this way. This
demonstration of close partnership working with
“Southeastern” can only lead to better things for
the Medway Valley Line and the other parts of
Southeastern’s network with which we

are involved.”

Community Rail Officer, Nigel Whitburn and
Southeasterns Partnership Manager, Nina Peak
receiving the award from Charles Howeson, Chairman
of First Great Western who sponsored the event.
(Photo: Paul Bigland who retains the copyright restrictions).
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