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We’re delighted to welcome CHECKMATE 
AVON who have generously offered to sup-
port projects to improve Sheerness station. 
For example there could be attractive signs 
proclaiming “Welcome to Sheerness on 
Sea—home of Checkmate Avon” with 
added graphics depicting local scenes. 
 
MD Paul Auston says his company will be 
more than happy to work with Sheppey Col-
lege and other local schools in making these 
enhancements a reality. He fully appreciates 
the need to make Sheerness station an at-
tractive gateway to Sheppey, and believes 
that the local community that includes many 
of his company’s employees can take a 
greater interest and pride in their town and 
their island through this scheme. Sheppey 
businesses, including those in the tourist 
related industries, can benefit too. 
 
It can start at the railway station. In meeting 
the aims of the Partnership any projects will 
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benefit those who work on 
them and ultimately prove 
beneficial to rail users (locals 
and visitors alike) and to Shep-
pey’s economy. And, as with 
other established partnerships 
throughout the country, success 
in its turn leads to greater in-
vestment from the rail industry. 
Everybody wins! 
 
Welcome aboard Checkmate 
Avon and thanks for joining 
our now growing band of com-
mercial supporters. 
 

 ABOUT KCRP 
The Kent Community Rail Part-
nership has a steering group over-
seeing the countywide operation. It 
is hoped new community rail part-
nerships will be added as time 
goes by. The Partnership officer is 
Peter Chegwidden (contact details 
in column 1). SwaleRail has a 
working group comprised of local 
people who enjoy their involve-
ment. Anyone with something to 
input is welcome. 
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Looking ahead to 2005 we are anticipating running some guided walks from stations on the 
branch. These may well include historical and other themed walks round Queenborough. Per-
haps too some lighter, gentler evening strolls with the chance to partake refreshments along 
the way! We are particularly grateful to the Swale Footpaths Group for their willing help and 
assistance as we attempt to open new horizons for more people, right on the doorstep! 
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