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01303 813790
INVITATION TO JOIN ACTION WITH COMMUNITIES IN RURAL KENT
Would you like to join an organisation that has been helping and representing Kent’s rural communities since 1923? More than 400 community groups and Parish and Town Councils are already with us, and we would like you to join or renew your vital subscription.
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A copy of our Business Plan 2012-13 will soon be available on our website or you can request a copy through the office.
So, what do we do?
We run projects and provide services to help communities improve quality of life. This work includes:

Community Halls: Providing a comprehensive advice and support service for rural and urban halls available for public hire – from new build to day-to-day management issues. 

We are the only accredited organisation offering 'Hallmark' a unique Quality Standard for halls, which shows funders that you are operating under sound principles.
Access to Services: Helping communities bring new services to their towns and villages, retain existing ones or get to places where life’s essentials happen – these include operation of Kent Action for Rural Retail (support for independent, and now also community-owned, retailers), Kent Community Rail Partnership (increasing use and sense of community-ownership on non-mainline railways) and the funding advice and capacity-building service Funding Buddies.

Community-led Planning: Providing advice and guidance, and help find funding for communities who wish to plan for their own futures by preparing Parish Plans.

Affordable Housing:  Helping rural communities, usually led by the Parish Council, undertake a survey to identify unmet housing needs that leads to development of new homes for local people.
Grant Schemes: We manage a number of grant schemes which are open to application from parish/town councils, community groups, local charities and others. 
Innovation: We are constantly looking for projects that will help us to help you and this year we are participating in :

· 5 European projects designed to work with communities from other countries to share best practice and bring some of their best project ideas to Kent. We are currently partnering France, Spain, Sweden, Belgium, Czech Republic, Romania and Slovakia. 
· 2 programmes on the Digital Switchover, ensuring vulnerable people don't lose their signal when the switchover from analogue to digital takes place later this year.

· a fuel-buying group to address the effect fluctuating fuel costs has on communities.

· a pilot project looking at energy and cost efficiencies in Community Halls.

We also represent Kent’s rural communities by drawing on our vast project experience to help raise issues on more than 30 partnerships which help design and deliver public services, distribute grants and attempt to improve quality of life for all.

On top of all of this, we offer opportunities to celebrate successes generated by communities in rural Kent through work such as running of Rural Community of the Year and Village Hall of the Year competitions.
So, we hope that you, or your organisation, feel that we have a lot to offer our members and that you will join or continue your membership for 2012-13. We have enclosed a standing order mandate, should you prefer to pay that way. 
All forms are available from our email address: info@ruralkent.org.uk or from  www.ruralkent.org.uk 

Should you have any queries, then please do contact us.

Yours faithfully
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Director of Finance & Resources
PLEASE RETURN TO:

Freepost RSAC-YKCB-XLKB

Action With Communities in Rural Kent

The Old Granary

Penstock Hall, Canterbury Road

East Brabourne, ASHFORD, TN25 5LL

MEMBERSHIP OF ACTION with COMMUNITIES in RURAL KENT

We apply for membership of Action with Communities in Rural Kent 
from the 1st April 2012 to the 31st March 2013 for:
Individual PC/Community Hall/Organisation
£35

(
JOINT Parish Council/Community Hall

£65

(
Additional Community Hall in a Parish

£20

(
Individual person




£25

(
We enclose an additional donation of £………………

An acknowledgement letter and all further correspondence will be sent to the person 
(or, if  joint membership, to the 2 people) named overleaf:
In order to comply with the Data Protection Act 1998 we are updating our records that will be held on computer.  This will provide us with a mailing database for our purposes only.  The database, in whole or part, will not be provided to any outside organisation.  But we reserve the right to inform you of our work and any opportunities, schemes, or proposals from other organisations that we believe may be of benefit to you and/or your community.

Data Protection Act – We assume that you have no objections to your contact details being made available to enquirers.  If you object please tick this box (
OFFICE USE ONLY:  acknowledgement (     outlook        (          membership list (      

   map  

 (     certificate     (          copy admin       (
First or Sole Applicant
Please include information on your partner applicant
NAME: (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) .........................
....................................................…………
ORGANISATION:......................................
......…......................................................
ADDRESS………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………
……..…………………………………………………….  
Postcode……………………………………….........
TELEPHONE:.…………….............................

EMAIL: ……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………….

We are paying by cheque           (
Please return with your cheque made payable to   "Action with Communities in Rural Kent".
Please send us an invoice 
          (
Please return this form to us.
We are paying by Standing order
      (
Please return with your standing order form.

NAME: (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)..........................
....................................................…………
ORGANISATION: .....................................
......…......................................................
ADDRESS:...............................................
...............................................................
...............................................................
Postcode……………………………………….........

TELEPHONE:.…………….............................

EMAIL: ……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………….

Standing Order Mandate
To ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                               Your bank details here

Address ……………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………..…….. 

………………………………………………………………………..      Post_Code ……………………………………
Please Pay The Co-Operative Bank, Dartford   

Sort-Code
……./……../……..

For the Credit of Action with Communities in Rural Kent
((((((((



Beneficiary Name



Account Number

The sum of First Payment: 





Amount in Figures 
 
 Amount in Words

Commencing *(date) 1st April 2012 and thereafter each April/*Until you receive notice in writing
Quoting the Reference …………………………………………………………………………………………………





Your organisation (s) name here

And debit our account accordingly.

Please cancel any previous standing order or direct debit in favour of the beneficiary named under this reference.

Special Instructions:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………





    ((-((-((    
  ((((((((
   Account to be debited 

   Sort-Code 


                     Account Number

Please ensure this is signed in accordance with your organisations mandate
Signatures ………………………………………..
Names 
………….……………………………………


      ………………………………………

          ……………………………………………….

     Date:  …………………………………………………………

Please call the office on 01303 813790 for the account details and then send this form to your bank
Please remember to enter your Organisation(s) Name otherwise we will                                                   be unable to allocate payment to your account(s).
Prices held 


Joint membership 


for just £65.





SAVE £5 by joining with your  Community Hall or Parish Council.











A year’s subscription includes the following benefits:





Support and advice on Community Hall and Community Led Planning issues.


Our quarterly magazine Oast to Coast, featuring articles on the work of communities across Kent, before anyone else.


Monthly edition of news and funding sources in Rural News


Participation in the governance of England’s second oldest Rural Community Council


Preferential consideration for all services, training and events run by us (over non-members)


A copy of our Annual Report








Prices held 


Joint membership 


for just £65.





SAVE £5 by joining with your  Community Hall or Parish Council.
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